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Example paragraph script focus

In this activity, we will focus on:
· Script A (Paper 2) Q3
· Script B (Paper 3) Q1(a)(ii) and Q1(b)(i)
· Script C (Paper 4) Q3(b), and
· Script D (Paper 5) Q1aiv plan. 

Question 3 in script A focuses on enzymes, one of the first few topics in the syllabus, because they are essential to life. The source material in this question includes a diagram (Fig. 3.1) and two graphs (Fig. 3.2 and Fig. 3.3) that the candidates are directed to use in their answers to a specific question. This is an important AO2 skill, and attention to the points on the mark scheme will show how this is assessed. The items in this question also use different command words (state and explain) and also different question styles (links to underlying knowledge (a), providing evidence for conclusions (b) and identification and description of key differences (c)). 
The construction of a results table (Question 1(a)(ii)) and drawing a graph (Question 1(b)(i)) are two skills that are almost always assessed in Paper 3 (script B). The guidelines of how to master these skills are outlined towards the end of the syllabus on pages 54 and 55 (recording data and observations, and layout of data and observations). It is useful to see how the information is assessed in the mark scheme and the common errors made by the candidate. 
Although the question style for many of the questions on Paper 4 is similar to that of Paper 2, there are also longer response questions. Question 3(b) is an example which assesses mostly AO1 knowledge of aerobic respiration. It is useful to look at the mark scheme and consider why this question has two command words (describe and explain). The candidate in script C has written a fairly comprehensive answer, only missing a few key details. Note that examiners will mark the continuation of their answer down the side of the page because it was clear that this writing was part of their answer to this question. 
 Designing an investigation (Question 1(a)(iv)) is a common question in Paper 5. Script D shows a good example of what is expected, but this candidate also makes some common mistakes.
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